ADDRESSING COMMON
CONCERNS ABOUT OER
Ques&on: Are open educa,onal resources high quality?
Answer: A growing body of research reveals that OER are as eﬀec,ve – if not more eﬀec,ve – than
tradi,onally published works.
In both the K-12 and higher educa,on, there is increasing data showing that students using OER
perform as well, if not beIer, than their peers using closed-license resources. Separately, it’s worth
no,ng that while tradi,onal textbook publishers oMen point to higher-resolu,on pictures and more
ﬂuid formaOng as measures of quality, their works are not typically assessed by their eﬀec,veness in
the classroom. This litmus test has been asked of OER, and mul,ple peer-reviewed studies have
revealed equal or improved student success and reten,on when compared to tradi,onal materials –
with the added beneﬁt that there is no ﬁnancial burden on the student.
Journal-Published Research
• A mul,-ins,tu,onal study of the impact of open textbook adop,on on the learning outcomes of
post-secondary students | Journal of Compu,ng in Higher Educa,on: hIp://bit.ly/ﬁscher2015
• Open educa,onal resources and college textbook choices: a review of research on eﬃcacy and
percep,ons | Educa,onal Technology Research and Development: hIp://bit.ly/jhilton2016
• The Impact of Open Textbooks on Secondary Science Learning Outcomes | SAGE Journals: hIp://
bit.ly/robinson2014

Ques&on: Does publishing with an open license mean authors aren’t compensated for their work?
Answer: There are a number of exis,ng models where authors are compensated for their work
crea,ng and developing OER, though many open materials are created by volunteer eﬀort.
Open textbooks and other open learning materials are created in diﬀerent ways. There are several open
textbook publishing companies, who follow the typical process of authoring and edi,ng and pay authors
upfront for their contribu,ons. In other cases, authors (or teams of authors) are funded by grants from
founda,ons or the government, or supported by their ins,tu,on. While more eﬀorts are underway to
create sustainable systems for developing OER, it’s also worth acknowledging that much of exis,ng OER
has been published by authors without compensa,on – authors who want their work to have the
maximum reach and impact possible for learners.
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COMMON CONCERNS ABOUT OER
Ques&on: Are open educa,onal resources easy to adopt in the classroom?
Answer: There are plenty of “swap-in” open resources. At the same ,me, if an educator wants to
invest ,me in developing content, they’re easily able to.
While much of OER exists in fragments – graphs, chapters, quiz ques,ons, etc – there are many more
resources designed to be plug-and-play for educa,ons, including en,re curricula-aligned textbooks. The
Open Textbook Library compiled by the University of Minnesota alone hosts nearly 300 openly licensed
textbooks, covering dozens of disciplines and majors. Addi,onally, authors around the country and in
partnership with open publishers like BCcampus and OpenStax are increasingly focused on developing
supplementary course materials for open textbooks, ensuring that faculty have all the materials they
need for a par,cular course. Finally, open licensing allows for educators to easily adapt and customize
exis,ng OER into the supplementary materials they need.

Ques&on: Are open educa,onal resources digital only?
Answer: OER is typically shared via the Internet, but most OER is also aIainable in print form.
OER is oMen shared via the Internet, because there are no associated material costs or fees. Unlike the
digital materials produced by tradi,onal textbook publishers, it is easily accessible on a variety of
plalorms, from diﬀerent loca,ons and diﬀerent devices. Open textbooks can be printed from a local
library or copy shop at a few cents per page. Recently, open textbook producers have taken steps to
make hard-copy print versions of their texts available at $20-40, and established infrastructure to stock
open textbooks in campus bookstores for ease of student access.

Ques&on: Are OER aligned with state and local standards?
Answer: Studies have shown that OER are oMen more aligned with state standards, are easily
adaptable if not.
Actually, recent research has shown a signiﬁcant gap from standardized curricula and tradi,onally
published textbooks. In a 2016 review of K-12 math course materials from EdReports, just one of 17
core course materials was found to be standard-aligned, and the only well-aligned resource was an
openly licensed one. Unlike closed-license materials, which are ﬁxed and uneditable, openly licensed
materials can be easily customized and adapted by teachers and educators to beIer ﬁt their local
standards.
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